) the Moroccan elite continued to own and use domestic slaves, and the largest slave owner was the Dar Makhzan.5 Colonial policies and royal decrees proclaimed that slavery had ended, but these statements, such as a 1923 Protectorate Circular and several Moroccan Dahirs (decrees) of that era, were limited by design and remained unenforced.6 French authorities maintained a position of prohibiting the public sale of slaves while not interfering within Moroccan households. Ending the ongoing clandestine trade became no one's priority, and slavery was redefined by administrators and slave owners as a "voluntary" condition. 
